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Thomas 5. Buraclk. Commissioner

April 1, 2008

The Honorable Judith Spang, Chairman

Resources, Recreation and Development Commitiee

Legistative Office Building, Room 305

Cancord, New Hampshire 03301

RE: Senate Bill 384, relative to the repal of septic systems prior Lo the sale of waterfront

property
Dear Chairman Spang:

The Dlepartment o Environmental Services (DES) is pleased to ovide testimony on
Senate Bill 384, relative 1o the repair of septic systems prior o the sule of waterfront property.
DES supports this bill as amended by the Senate in consept. However we recommend that

ssveral minor changes be considered by the Commities,

Since 1988, RSA 485-A.29 has required that persons selling waterfront property engage a
permitied sepUC SySIEm designer to assess the septic system serving the property and provide
copies of that assessment 10 prospective buyers, Amendments adopted in 1995 and 1996 clarified
the point in the sales process when {hat assessment was to pass from the seller to the buyer.
Requiring that the seller provide the buyer & copy of the site assessment at the time that a
purchase and sales agreement s executed assures that the buyer is informed about the condition

of the septic system serving a particular property,

HB 384, as amended, Turther clarifies the procedures for the development of site
assessment forms hy DES, completion of site assessments, how the site assessor should proceed
when an approved plan for the seplic disposal system cannot be located, and what constitules
failure. Paragraphs4 and 5 also change the payment schedule for renewal of permits for

permitted designers and installers, respectively, trom annually 1o every two years ard adds an
annual continuing eduzation requirement for perm it renewal for these permitted professionals.

We recommend that Section |, Paragraph VIIL be amended to read as follows:

VIIL If the septic disposal system designer, during the course of a site
assessment, discovers evidence efthar there is sewage discharge on the ground
yurface ar directly into surface waters s ustem-iinfaitere, the designer shall
notify, in writing, the department and the local health officer. and shall include
that information in the site assessment report.

We also recommend that Section 2. Paragraph TV be amended to read as follows,
IV, “Eailure’™ means the condition produced when @ subsurface sewape or waste
disposal system does not properly contain or treat [extreat] sewage Or causes [eF
thsaiepsteepuse] the discharge of sewage on the ground surface or directly into
achucent surface [ee—proustwaters] Walers. oF the effluent_disposal areq is
lneated in the seasonal hioh eroundwater table.
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Seatian | v parl adds “rivers a8 definied in RGA 48184, XVi(c)" o the defimition o
“aveloped waterfranl properiy” thus addmy properties along fourth prder streams and higher
tlhe coverppe Ol 1he site assessmant reguirements. Then, Gection | of Paragraph 6 deluys
implementation of this provision antil January 1, 2011, We believe that this delay 15 not
warranted because adequate oulrencl ean oceuy by January 1, 200 |0 ensure efieotve
mplementation of HE 384 in s entirery.

Thank vou for this opporiunity 1o comment orl this bill. Please feel free o call me at 271-
1503, or Mr. ene Pelletierat 2713451 if you have any guestions oy need additional information,

ER

Very &&Jur
Thomas 5. Burask

Commissioner

5 Senators Sgambati, Janeway, Cilley, {dell
Representatives Wheeler, il ham, Wood, Pillied, and Spang



